26th January, 1803.

i

Read the firft and fecond time, and ordered to Be committed to a Coma

- mittee of the whole House on Monday next.

A BILL

To prevent the importation of Certain Persons, whose admission is pro-
™

i

hibited by certain laws of'¥he State Governments.

Be 14 enadied, by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefenta-
tives of the United States of America, in Congrefs affembled,
That from and afier the paffing of this adt, no mafter or captain
of any fhip or veflel, or any other perfon, {hall import or bring, or
caufe to be imported or brought, any negro, mulatto, or other
perfon of celor inte any pert of the United States, which port
mjfion or importation of fuch negro,, mulatto, or other perfon of

color, under the penalty of dollars for each and
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every negro, mulatto, or other perfon of color aforefaid, imported
or brought into the United States as aforefaid, to be fued for and
recovered in any court of the United States, to the ufe of any
perfon profecuting for the fame, and in any aétion brought for the
penalty aforefaid, the perfon or perfons fued fhall be held to
fpecial bail.

SecT. 2. 4;3(:', be it further enacted, That no fhipor veflel ar-
riving in any of the faid ports of the United States fituated as
aforefaid, and having on board any negro, mulatto, or other
perfon of color, contrary to the meaning and intention of this a&,
or of the laws of the refpective fates prohibiting the admiffion
or importation of fuch neg‘fo, mulatto, or other perfon of color,

fhall be admitted to an entry And if any fuch negro, mulatto,

or other perfon of color {hall be landed from on board any fuch

thip or veﬂ'cl in or near any of the ports aforefaid, the faid thip

- or vellel, together with her tackle, apparel and furniture, fhall be

forfeited to the ‘United States ; one half of the nett proceeds of the
fales, on fuch forfeiture, to accrue and be paid over to fuch per-

fon or perfons on whofe information the {eizure fhall be made.

" Sect. 3. And be it further enacted, That it fhall be the duty

- of the colieftors and other officers of the cuftoms, and all other

officets of the revenue of the United States in the feveral ports

~ fituated as aforefaid, fo notice and be governed by the pro-

vifions of the laws of the feveral flates prohibiting the admif-



€3 )
6 fion or importation of any negro, mulatto, or other perfons of
7 color, and they are hereby required and enjoined vigilantly
8 to carry into effe@ the faid laws of faid ftate, conformably to

9 the provifions of this a&, any law of the United States to the

10 contrary notwithftanding.

g
DUANE & SON, PRINTERS.



